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2018 was a banner 
year for Ansible



1,900+ 
integrations

(570+ network integrations)

20

2 million+ 
systems under Red Hat® 

Ansible® Tower management

1,000+ 
Red Hat Ansible Automation 

customers

500,000+ 
Downloads per month

32,000+ 
GitHub stars



Source: Octoverse 2018 - GitHub

96M 
PROJECTS



OUR CUSTOMERS ARE CRAZY ABOUT IT



Cut change 
delivery time by

 75%
with:



Cut service 
deployment time by

 70%
with:



NXP established an agile, scalable IT 
environment to provide thousands of 

engineering design applications 

with:



Wait. 

What about the fear of losing jobs 
to automation?



The reality is that automation 
is indispensable to humans.



SCALE 
(OF CLOUD INFRASTRUCTURES)

Photo via Amazon



COMPLEXITY 
(OF APPLICATION ARCHITECTURES) 

Photo via pxhere



AN APP POWERED BY 
A SERVERLESS 
ARCHITECTURE 



SPEED 
(OF ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE) 

Photo via wikimedia





Ansible automation 
now powers nearly all layers 
of the computing stack



ANSIBLE FOR NETWORK AUTOMATION

ROUTERSSWITCHES

LOAD
BALANCERS



7 platforms
28 modules

17 platforms
141 modules 

29 platforms
267 modules 

33 platforms
463 modules

2.1
May 2016

2.2
Oct 2016

2.3
Apr 2017

2.4
Sep 2017

AUTOMATING THE NETWORKING 
INDUSTRY

40 platforms
572 modules

2.5
Mar  2018

45 platforms
639 modules

2.6
Jun  2018

50 platforms
700 modules

2.7
Oct  2018



A10

Apstra AOS

Arista EOS, CVP

Aruba Networks

AVI Networks

Big Switch Networks

Brocade Ironware

Cisco ACI, AireOS, ASA, Firepower,
IOS, IOS-XR, Meraki, NSO, NX-OS

Citrix Netscaler

Cumulus Linux

Dell OS6, OS9, OS10

MikroTik RouterOS

Openswitch (OPX)

Ordnance

NETCONF

Netvisor

OpenSwitch

Open vSwitch (OVS)

Palo Alto PAN-OS

Nokia NetAct, SR OS

Ubiquiti EdgeOS

VyOS

AUTOMATING THE NETWORKING INDUSTRY

Exoscale

Extreme EX-OS, NOS,
SLX-OS, VOSS

F5 BIG-IP, BIG-IQ

Fortinet FortIOS, FMGR

Huawei CloudEngine

Illumos

Infoblox NIOS

Juniper JunOS

Lenovo CNOS, ENOS

Mellanox ONYX



ENTERPRISE 
FIREWALLSSIEM

NAC SECURE WEB 
GATEWAYS

IDS/IPS

ENDPOINT 
PROTECTION 
PLATFORMS

SECURE 
EMAIL 

GATEWAYS

THREAT 
INTELLIGENCE 

PLATFORMS

ANSIBLE FOR SECURITY AUTOMATION



WHICH MEANS SUPPORTING 
A GROWING NUMBER OF USE CASES

COMPUTE 
INFRASTRUCTURE

Provisioning, 
configuration, and 

life-cycle management of 
Linux, Unix, and Windows 
servers running on bare 

metal or virtual, cloud, or 
container-based instances

APPLICATIONS

Provisioning, 
configuration, and 

life-cycle management of 
full-stack applications 

across hybrid and 
multicloud environments

SECURITYNETWORK

Provisioning, 
configuration, and 

life-cycle maintenance of 
physical, virtual, and 

software-defined switches, 
routers, and load 

balancers, including 
overlays

Risk assessment, 
threat hunting, 

automated remediation



WHAT’S MISSING?

COMPUTE

OS APP PLATFORMS

STORAGE

NETWORK

SECURITY

AGILITY / SCALE

EFFORT  / COMPLEXITY
APPS



But, then, what’s next for automation?



EASE OF USE
How can I make automation even easier to read, 
debug and test, or maintain?

EFFICIENCY
How can I perform the same task faster, using less 
resources? 

ANALYTICS
How good are my playbooks vs. others to perform 
task X?

INTEGRATION
Reach all infrastructure and application layers

AUTOMATION PAIN POINTS

UBIQUITY
Are there other processes I could automate?

COST JUSTIFICATION
How much money did I save with automation? Is it 
worth it?



2. AUTOMATION IS ABOUT REPETITION.

1. ANSIBLE IS ABOUT SIMPLICITY.



1. ANSIBLE IS ABOUT SIMPLICITY.



HOW CAN WE MAKE AUTOMATION 
WORKFLOWS EVEN SIMPLER?

ANSIBLE IS ABOUT SIMPLICITY.



HOW CAN WE MAKE AUTOMATION 
WORKFLOWS EVEN SIMPLER?

WE DON’T WRITE WORKFLOWS AT ALL.

ANSIBLE IS ABOUT SIMPLICITY.



SO…

WHAT HAPPENS IF WE ELIMINATE 
CODING FROM AUTOMATION?



2. AUTOMATION IS ABOUT REPETITION.



HOW DO HUMANS LEARN HOW TO 
REPEAT A PROCESS?

ANSIBLE IS ABOUT REPETITION.



HOW DO HUMANS LEARN HOW TO 
REPEAT A PROCESS?

WE LEARN BY WATCHING THE STEPS

ANSIBLE IS ABOUT REPETITION.



SO…

WHAT HAPPENS IF WE APPLY 
COMPUTER VISION TO UIs?





AUTOMATION 
EVERYWHERE


